TINGIRA AHOY!
Jul 06 – Jul 12, 2020

The Commodore Cooks…
This Friday night, Commodore Neville Prosser and
Margaret Britz are showing their culinary skills, presenting a
delicious Fettucine Marinara with Fresh Salad and Garlic
Bread.
Meals will be limited to 50, members only, so place your
name on the board before 5pm Thursday.
See Pages 7, 8 & 9 for latest COVID Updates
Setting up Crew: Rob & Anne Corbett
Cleaning up Crew:

Helmut & Julie Knudsen

Working the bar will be: Alene Ivey & Stewart Sorby
How to book the club courtesy bus for Friday night
Book a ride on the Club’s courtesy bus by indicating on the dinner board
or by telephoning Moss Lane on 0428 717 535 and let him know who,
how many and the pick-up address.
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Membership Renewals
A big thank you to all members who have renewed their membership for
the coming year.
Remaining members are reminded that it’s renewal time for membership of
the Tingira Boat Club. Membership was due on June 30 and in order to
have your say and have voting privileges, members must be financial. Our
members are the single-most important part of our club. Without you, your
support and commitment to our fantastic club, it would not be the vibrant,
exciting place it has become.
Renewal forms are available from the club, as an attachment to Lee’s
email, or on our website www.tingiraboatclub.com. Membership renewal
continues to be just $30.00 and can be paid at the club in cash or by
EFTPOS. Membership can also be paid using direct deposit to Bendigo
Bank BSB 633 000 Account Number 133407957, Account Name Tingira
Boat Club. Please include your name in the transaction details field so we
can identify the payment.
Please note new members who have joined since April are financial until
30 June 2021.

Sailing News
What a surprise this beautiful weather was for the paddlers and sailors
last Sunday. The beach was awash with people jumping into boats at
last.
Our next off the beach sailing is at 8:30am on the 19th of July.
There are new sailors keen to get more experience and I would ask all
our vagabond sailors to come and lend a hand at the club with their
talents as skippers and crew on Sunday 19th.
Sailing Master
Ian Waller-Wilkinson
0411677714
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Paddling News
Another great turnout for casual paddling last Sunday. 2 oc6 and some
single craft.
Light westerlies and a tad warmer than Saturday.
Ted and Peter steered the crews over to Coochie and were graced by
the presence of our Sailing Master Ian. Not sure if we will be graced
again.
As usual a friendly casual journey turned into a competition.
A chat, exploration, some steering practice and coffee break before we
once again took off for a nice easy paddle home, commandeered
byTed and first time steerer Chris. Once again the pace stepped up
and Chris's team just hit the finish line first and I mean hit it hard. But
great construction work from Kerry and Terry on our finish posts I must
say.
Next week’s paddle a later one - 1:30pm at the Club.
Cheers
Peter

SUNDAY TIMES TO BE AT CLUB FOR PADDLING
July 05 - 8:45am
19 - 7:15am
26 - 1:30pm
Aug 02 - 8:00am
09 - 12:30pm
16 - 6:30am
23 - 12:00pm
30 - 7:00am

Sep 06 - 11:30am
13 - 5:30pm
20 - 11:00am
27 - 6:00am
Oct 04 - 10:00am
11 - 5:00am
18 - 10:00am
25 - 5:15am
31 - ISLAND RACE.
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Club Paddlers enjoyed a
paddle to Coochiemudlo
Island last Sunday
Photos courtesy Kerry Otter
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Tingira Boat Club Inc.
Stage 3 – Easing of Restrictions Plan
As of noon, July 3, 2020, the Queensland Government has eased the
Corona Virus restrictions to Stage 3.
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/publichealth-directions/business-activity/stage3

With all businesses allowed to open, this will allow Queensland to
open up, so people can start to get back to normal; a new normal.
The most important thing that we must continue to observe is the
Social Distancing rules: 1.5 meters between people and allowing, in
most cases, 4 square meters per person.
So far Queensland has escaped a second wave of the Corona Virus
because we have observed the restrictions laid down by our
Government. If we continue to obey the rules, we will progress
forward, and we will not finish up like Victoria.
Our Club
We shall continue to operate in line with the Industry COVID Safe
Plan for Queensland Hotels and Clubs.
https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/129966/i
ndustry-covid-safe-plan-hotels-clubs.pdf
However, we still need to have our own Plan to cover our specific
conditions and this is updated in the following information.
From Friday July 10 the following will apply:
 The main area and deck will be classed as one area rather than
two as was required in Stage 2.
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 Limitations of numbers: for areas less than 200 square meters,
2 square meters per person is allowed with a limit of 50 people.
We can therefore seat up to 50 people on a Friday night.
 Members only, no guests.
 Bookings! Names on the white board. No phone bookings
except those not on Macleay Island.
 Seating as arranged. No extra chairs or tables to be
added unless approved by the Commodore.
 Food will be served straight to tables.
 Dirty plates to be returned to the designated tables for
collection by kitchen staff.
 Drinks may be purchased from the bar; however social
distancing must be observed, 1.5 meters.
 Follow the marks on the floor when in line to observe Social
Distancing.
 Bar opening time 6.00 p.m. (Friday)
 Kitchen staff only in the kitchen.
 Follow marks on the floor while in line, when paying for your
meal.
 Use credit/debit cards etc, instead of cash where possible.
 Names of those attending will have their names listed, as is
customary. As only members are in attendance, addresses
and mobile numbers are readily available from Club register if
required,
 If you are ill, stay home, do not come to the Club.
 Download the COVID Safe App.
 Observe instructions from the Commodore and
Management Committee members.
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Courtesy Bus Ring Moss 0428 717 535
Observe Social Distancing Rules as instructed by the Driver.
Courtesy transport must be frequently cleaned and disinfected
between uses.
Social distancing must be maintained as far as possible during use.
A contact information list must be kept for members travelling on the
bus for contact tracing purposes, including name, address, and
telephone number for a period of at least 56 days.
Dragon Boats:

Back to 20 Paddlers.

OC6:

Six Paddlers.

Sailing Craft:

Vagabonds. Two people per craft placed to
observe Social Distancing requirements.

 All personnel visiting the Club for any reason, regardless of if
they are using the Clubs equipment or as a spectator must
provide their name, address and mobile number which will kept
at the Club for 56 days in case of a COVID-19 outbreak.
 A list of all paddlers in each boat to be kept for 56 days.
 Also, their destination and stopping points must be recorded.
 All shared equipment must be sanitised after each use.
 If you are ill, do not come to the Club.
 Observe Social Distancing at all times, 1.5meters.
 Download the COVID Safe App
 Provide sanitising stations
 Observe instructions from the Boating sub-committee and
Management Committee members.
This plan may change from time to time as requirements are
altered.
Neville Prosser
Commodore
July 3, 2020
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The Tingira Boat Club History Project
Ahoy There!
I have taken on the task of coordinating the compilation of our Club’s history.
This does not mean I will be doing all the work myself. Luckily, our Club has a
good number of experienced and long-serving members who are happy to
assist by providing valuable information through their recollections, anecdotes,
photos and documents.
More importantly, as a group, they will be able to cross-check and verify
the information as it comes to hand.
Our first history get-together (or workshop) was conducted on Tuesday 23 June
and included Tingira members Ted and Maureen Gallaway, David Dunk,
Michael Stephens, Peter Waller-Wilkinson, Ruth Venner, Neville Prosser and
myself.
The aim of this first workshop was explore the very beginning and foundation of
our Club:
When and where was it founded?
Who were the founding members?
Who decided upon its name? Why was the name Tingira chosen?
How and when did the Club begin to develop its facilities?
Ruth Venner took the role of co-presenter. She had met with one of the Club’s
founding members, Lyn Garner, on several occasions back in 2005 and
fortunately recorded Lyn’s recollections of the formation and naming of our Club.
We are extremely lucky to have this resource to commence the process of
compiling our history. Following is part of what was shared at our first history
workshop.
(Peter Fox - Tingira History Project Coordinator)

TI NGI RA AHOY !
1982 - 1983 In the Beginning
According to the information on the Club’s Honour Board the first year of the
Tingira Boat Club (then named the Tingira Sailing Club) was 1982. Those
listed as office bearers for the 1982 - 83 year were Rick McKenzie as
Commodore, Lavinia O’Brien as Secretary and I. O’Brien as Treasurer. The first
meetings of the fledging Club were held at the home of Lavinia O’Brien on
Western Road, Macleay Island.
The Name ‘Tingira’
The name of the club, Tingira Sailing Club, was chosen by Lavinia O’Brien as
she believed that Tingira was a local Aboriginal word meaning ‘the sea’.
However, there is some disagreement over the spelling, meaning and
pronunciation of the word.
One online Aboriginal word dictionary has the word Tingara meaning ‘the sea’.
The Lake Macquarie Council Library website gives the following reference
regarding the name meaning of the local suburb of Tingira Heights:“Tingira was the name of an Aboriginal tribe which lived in the vicinity of
southern Queensland and northern New South Wales. The name means ‘open
sea’”.
Tingira was also the name of a sailing ship launched in 1866 and originally
named Sobraon, later sold to the NSW government in 1891 for use as floating
reformatory in Sydney. Twenty years later she was purchased by the
Commonwealth Government and became a stationary Australian Navy training
ship renamed HMATS (later HMAS) Tingira (a derivative of dingira an
aboriginal word meaning ‘sea’. and pronounced din-geer-a).
The name is also mentioned in the RKLM publication ‘Queensland
Acclimatisation Society and the Southern Moreton Bay Islands’ in the
conclusion:- “They (bunya pines) stood as reminders of a bygone time
when the mainland Aboriginal tribes visited the Tingira of the
Quandamooka. (Southern Waters of Moreton Bay)”
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With most references in agreement that the word Tingira comes from a
local Aboriginal source and denotes the sea the name is therefore very
fitting for a boat club located on the shores of a Southern Moreton Bay
Island.
Lyn Garner always firmly maintained that Tingira should be pronounced
“Tingrra" with no emphasis on the second vowel.
In Her Own Words… The Great Raft Races
(as recalled by Lyn Garner and recorded by Ruth Venner in 2005)
In the early days of the Tingira Boat Club it was a club for everyone almost a Poor Man’s Club in a way - the people who started it had no
money, no clubhouse, no nothing! Just an idea of a club.The main item on
the Club’s agenda for about the first six months was how to obtain some
land, clear the land and build a clubhouse. Commodore Rick McKenzie
was one of the instigators. The Raft Race was almost the first thing that
was dreamt up. They used to have a BBQ, hot dogs and beer. So many
people turned up that you had to join the end of the queue for the beer
after you’d got one in order to know that you’d get the next one not too
long after you’d finished the first one! It was very makeshift and make do someone found a big container in which to heat the frankfurters (which did
have a very slight taste of kerosene, though no-one seemed to mind, and
that lingering taste soon disappeared)! So many people turned up that
they ran out of steak and frantic efforts were made to defrost more. Over
100 people turned up and that included families with children.
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The First Raft Race - 1983
Easter Saturday 1983 was the day of the first Great Raft Race, which was
held in Lucas Passage between Corroboree Park and Lamb Island. The
rafts were made up of all sorts of things, some that floated and some that
didn’t, but it was great fun. There were lots of good trophies and the
sponsor was Greg Staines who was a Real Estate agent with L.J Hooker
who had made quite a lot of money from the island and wanted to give
something back to the community. A marquee was hired from the
mainland and there were stalls for food and beer and a sweet stall and
chocolate wheel. Toilets had to be organised and they had to get
permission from the Council and convey what facilities would go where. It
was organised very simply with food, beer and toilets in the north, south
east and west and only to be discovered if those things had been in those
areas then the toilets would be in the middle of the sea!
Patty and Tom Robertson owners of the Island shop shut early on the
days of the raft race so that could be there too! At the end of the event
when the marquee was pulled down there was still one person drinking
beer underneath and still one couple dancing!
There used to be a great Easter Egg Hunt for the kids separated into
different age groups, with the little ones going first, and then the older kids
next. They used to raise about a $1000 a year from this event. It was just
about the only income that the Club had. Lyn said that she had never
gotten to see the actual Raft Race as she was always too busy doing
things such as calling entrants for the next race and organising the
entrants for the tug-of-war to be able to take a look. Sadly it was the
formal restrictions that eventually killed the event.
Lyn’s recollections to be continued in the next edition of Tingira
Ahoy!
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Tingira Boat Club History Workshop - Tuesday 14 July
2020
Ahoy There!
The second Tingira History Workshop is scheduled for Tuesday 14 July at the
Tingira Clubhouse commencing at 9:30am.
The aim of this workshop is to gather information (anecdotes, photos, documents
and recollections) regarding Tingira Boat Club’s milestone events, achievements and
activities for the period late 1980s to early 1990s.
Special guests attending this workshop will be George Vermassen (life member)
and Trudy Mueller. Both were very active Club members during this period. George
worked tirelessly behind the Club bar and cooking fish and chips in the shed
clubhouse in a makeshift chip cooker (made from a stainless steel double kitchen
sink). Trudy was one of the early Providores and organised and prepared meals for
Club events and dinners.
Also Meryl Dobe will be attending to give us an insight into the early days the Club
and in particular discuss her painting (that is now hanging in the Club’s foyer) of the
original shed clubhouse.
Interested members are welcome to attend and especially those who were members
of the Club back then (or near to that era) and can add additional information and
insights of our Club during that era.
For further information or inquiries please contact:
Peter Fox, mob 0417 841 009 or email pfox54@bigpond.com
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